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 We are honored that Money Magazine recently named Shawnee as one of the Top 100 Best Places to Live. Our 
community landed at #25 on the list. We are proud to serve you as we strive to make our community better every single 
day. A big part of this is making sure YOU know what we are doing, why we are doing it and how YOU can help guide 
and influence the future of YOUR community. 
 A comment we hear quite a bit has to do with communication. It is a vital part of all of our lives and is extremely 
important to City leadership as we constantly make every effort to make sure you, our residents, are in the know about 
events, projects, meetings and more. We use a variety of communication methods because we understand that not 
everyone gets their information in the same way. (If they did, that would make our jobs easy!) Below are the main 
methods we use daily to attempt to make sure our community is informed on what is happening at the City of Shawnee. 

 We understand we can always do better and are constantly working to adapt and grow in ways to better serve YOU. 
We welcome your feedback and want to know your ideas for improving communication to make it more convenient 
and accessible. E-mail Communications Manager, Julie Breithaupt at jbreithaupt@cityofshawnee.org or call 742-6202 
and let her know what YOU think!

Stay Connected with Shawnee

Mayor’s “Third Thursdays” 
Public Meetings

City Meetings 
City Leadership Updates

CityLine
E-Mail Notifications 

Monthly E-Newsletter
Local News Media

Meeting Signs 
Event Banners
Direct Mailers

STAY 
AHEAD



A GOOD WORD FROM

Dear Residents,
 
 We are in the middle of the holiday season and that always stirs up thoughts, memories 
and feelings about family and loved ones. If it were possible to bottle up the love and 
kindness we see during this season of giving, I would do it. While grace and gratitude 
tend to take center stage during this time of year, those virtues often take a backseat at 
other times.
 As your Mayor and part of your Governing Body, I can assure you we do not take 
our jobs lightly. You elected us to make the big decisions that affect the place you call 
home. We work hard to make sure we are always listening to what you, our residents, 
think about issues we are tackling big and small.
 Moving forward, I would challenge all of us to try to operate with a little more 
kindness when dealing with each other, both online and in person. I want Shawnee to 
have that “community feel” where we all care about one another. Not just during the 
holidays, but all year round. I often reflect on one of my favorite quotes listed below from 
Ralph Waldo Emerson.

“You cannot do a kindness too soon, for you never know how soon it will be too late.”
 
 When faced with something we are questioning or do not fully understand, my hope 
is that more of us will choose to work through that issue with kindness. I ask you to take 
a few minutes the next time something comes up and ask yourself what your goal is. Do 
you want answers? More explanation? By all means, reach out to us directly to ask. Your 
Governing Body and City staff will be more than willing to help answer your questions 
and provide context and history. You still may not agree with whatever the issue is, but 
taking action to get direct answers can help us all spread kindness in our own way.
 I wish you all an incredible holiday season. Let’s take this time to focus on what is 
important in our lives. I am fortunate enough to have spent time with many of you at a 
variety of our events and gatherings and I know one thing we can all agree on is how 
much we love Shawnee. Our community is strong and kind and I know we can all come 
together to make sure that never wavers and only builds as we head into 2020.

Happy Holidays,

Michelle Distler
Mayor

Mayor Michelle Distler



 Are you willing to extend a helping hand to your 
neighbor? There are residents in our community who 
are in need of a little extra help and YOU can make a 
difference! Neighbors Helping Neighbors is a program 
that matches willing volunteers with residents in 
Shawnee. Opportunities range from shoveling snow to 
changing light bulbs, or clearing weeds. If you would 
like to learn more about volunteering for this program, 
contact the City's Volunteer Coordinator at 742-6244 or 
egriffith@cityofshawnee.org. To find out if Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors can help you, call 742-6087 or visit 
cityofshawnee.org/nhn.

Saturday, December 7 
2:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Downtown Shawnee  11110 Johnson Drive

neighbors helping neighbors 

 Information about a wide variety of services 
available to senior citizens in our community can be 
found on the City's website. Below is a list of a few 
of the programs that can help eligible residents save 
money.

• City rebates on franchise fees for gas, electric, 
landline phones and stormwater utility fees

• CityRide
• Neighbors Helping Neighbors program that 

provides some home maintenance and repair
• Property Tax Relief
• Johnson County Services
• Prescription Assistance Program
• Low Income Energy Assistance Program

 For more information visit cityofshawnee.org and 
search “Senior Services” or call 631-2500. 

Senior Services and 
Community Assistance
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Downtown Shawnee Public Parking

Public Parking Lots

Public Street Parking 

Shawnee City Hall

Johnson Dr

W 58th St

W 57th Terr

W 59th St

Johnson Dr

N

 Downtown Shawnee offers ample public parking within easy 
walking distance to Shawnee's shops and breweries. Parking is 
free! The map above identifies the public parking lots that are 
available 24/7.

Downtown Parking

SUSTAINABLE SHAWNEE
Two Annual Recycling Events
• Shredding
• E-Recycling
• Paint Recycling

Eco-Friendly Policies 
• Sustainable Cleaning Products
• Sustainable Materials
• Recycling at City Facilities
• Cutting Down on City Vehicles Idling
• Reduced Mowing in Various Locations

Green Building Improvements
• Solar Panels Fire Station 72
• Facility LED Upgrades
• Streetlight LED Upgrades

Renewable Energy
• Researching Wind Energy Options
• Justice Center LEED Certified Building
• Electric Car Charging Station at City Hall
• Water Bottle Fillers in City Buildings
• Glass Recycling in City Buildings 

Winter Holiday 
Safety Tips

• Use non-flammable decorations

• Do not link more than three strands of 
  holiday lights

• Never leave a burning candle unattended

• Keep Christmas trees away from heat      
  sources and exits

• Use clips, not nails, to hang lights so the 
  cords do not get damaged

• Check holiday lights annually for 
  excessive wear

• Water Christmas trees daily

• Test your smoke alarms



 The Shawnee Police Department continues to see scam cases involving residents of all ages, specifically the 
elderly. Some of these cases involve criminals saying they will install anti-virus software or fix problems just to gain 
access to your computer. They will also promise you free money if you first pay a large amount of shipping fees for 
the funds. Another method is telling victims their identities have been stolen and they will be arrested unless they 
pay money to “clear their name,” or promising the “free money” but the scammer “accidentally” deposits too much 
money into the victim’s account and then asks the victim to provide the money back to them. Fraudsters continue to 
come up with new ruses while relying on old ones that have worked, and banks will generally not reimburse victims 
of these crimes. 
 The Police Department would like to remind you of several pointers regarding these types of scams:

• If it sounds too good to be true, it probably is. While the idea of free money or an 
easy “work from home job” is appealing, do the research first and make sure that 
you’re not being fooled. 

• Federal agencies (IRS, FBI, US Marshals, etc.) will not call to warn you 
about being arrested. They will not ask you to deposit money into accounts 
to satisfy a warrant. 

• Do not allow anyone access to your computer. Anti-virus software is 
something that everyone should have on their computers. Obtaining this 
software can be done through a litany of reputable companies or done on 
your own at home. 

 Victims can make a police report, however many of these scams lead to foreign 
countries where U.S. Law Enforcement agencies have little or no authority to 
bring charges against the perpetrators. If you observe activity of this kind, please say 
something to help reduce victimization. If you have questions or concerns about suspected 
scamming, contact the Shawnee Police Department at 631-2150 and ask to speak with an officer. 

Don't Fall Victim to a Scam

 There is still time to donate to the Mayor’s Christmas Tree Fund! Mayor Michelle Distler chose 
Sunflower House and Shawnee Community Services to benefit from this year’s fund. All the money 
raised will go directly to these organizations and directly to people who need a hand up in our 
community.
 Shawnee Community Services offers several programs including a food pantry, free 
clothing and household items along with emergency financial help for shelter, utilities and 
health care 
 Sunflower House’s mission is to protect children in our community from physical and 
sexual abuse through education, advocacy, forensic, medical and therapeutic services. 
 Both organizations make an impact on so many lives right here in our community.
 How can you help? There are several ways. For just $5, you can sponsor an 
ornament that will hang on the Christmas tree inside the City Hall lobby with your 
name on it. Or simply make a donation online, in person at City Hall or through the 
mail!
 We have full details online at cityofshawnee.org. Thank you for considering 
taking part in the Mayor’s Christmas Tree Fund!



 We have a new feature in CityLine called Good 
Employees Start Here. We will ask different employees 
the same three questions so you can get familiar with the 
people who help make our community awesome. Meet 
Bill Richerson. He works in our Public Works Department 
as the Senior Pavement Inspector.

1. What do you like most about your job?
What I like most about my job is being out in the 
community. I inspect mill and overlay projects, interacting 
with the residents and plow snow. I really enjoyed my co 
workers and serving the citizens of Shawnee.

2. How does your work impact the community?
In my position as a Senior Pavement Inspector, I ensure 
the quality of the road resurfacing and also make sure the 
curb and sidewalk repairs meet the standard for Shawnee 
and our residents. In the winter months, I help with snow 
removal and treatment of the streets.

3. What is your favorite spot in Shawnee?
My favorite spot in Shawnee is Shawnee Town 1929. I 
grew up going to Old Shawnee Days, taking my children, 
and now I enjoy taking my grandchildren. We celebrated 
my mother’s 60th birthday at Shawnee Town 1929 and 
held my mother-in-law’s Celebration of Life there. I 
have many great memories of celebrations at Shawnee 
Town 1929 which include anniversaries, weddings, and 
marrying the love of my life in the rose garden. Not to 
mention my great family friend, Royal Krueger, is the 
unofficial “Mayor of Shawnee Town”. Shawnee Town 
1929 is a great place to spend time with your family! 

Good Employees Start Here.

Bill Richerson
Senior Pavement Inspector

Find out how YOU can get ready for the 
2020 Census at www.countmeinjoco.org

 CityRide is a transportation program that gives 
eligible Shawnee residents an affordable lift. Residents 
age 65 or older, OR residents who provide a doctor’s 
letter stating their disability, can take advantage of this 
unique partnership between the City and 10/10 Taxi. Call 
742-6014 for more information, or if you have questions 
about how to sign up. CityRide members can:
• Purchase 10 one-way trips per month for $2 per trip.
• Riders can go anywhere in the City limits, as well as 

the Shawnee Mission Hospital Complex, the Mission 
Transit Center, and the Irene French Community 
Center in Merriam.

• Riders can bring up to three additional riders with no 
extra cost.

Need a RIDE?

®



December
2 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
3 Council Committee - 7:00 p.m.
5 Parks and Rec. Advisory Board - 5:30 p.m.
7 Christkindlmarkt - 2:00 p.m.
9 City Council - 7:00 p.m.
16 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
19 Third Thursdays with the Mayor - 8:00 a.m.
 Shawnee Downtown Partnership - 6:00 p.m.
 Board of Zoning Appeals - 7:30 p.m.
23 City Council - 7:00 p.m.
24 Christmas Holiday - City Offices Closed
25 Christmas Holiday - City Offices Closed

January
1 New Year's Holiday - City Offices Closed
2 Parks and Rec. Advisory Board - 5:30 p.m
6 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
7 Council Committee - 7:00 p.m.
13 City Council - 7:00 p.m.
16 Board of Zoning Appeals - 7:30 p.m.
20 Martin Luther King Jr. Day - City Offices Closed
22 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
27 City Council - 7:00 p.m.

February
3 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m. 
4 Council Committee - 7:00 p.m.
6 Parks and Rec. Advisory Board - 5:30 p.m 
10 City Council - 7:00 p.m.
17 Presidents' Day - City Offices Closed
19 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m. 
20 Board of Zoning Appeals - 7:30 p.m.
24 City Council - 7:00 p.m.
27 Downtown Partnership Mtg - 6:00 p.m.

March
2 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m. 
3 Council Committee - 7:00 p.m.
5 Parks and Rec. Advisory Board - 5:30 p.m
9 City Council - 7:00 p.m.
15 St. Patrick's Parade - 1:00 p.m.
 Heroes Pull - 2:30 p.m.
 Duck Race - 4:30 p.m.
16 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m. 
19 Board of Zoning Appeals - 7:30 p.m.
23 City Council - 7:00 p.m.

WANT TO SERVE ON 
A CITY BOARD OR 

COMMISSION?

SERVE YOUR
COMMUNITY

We are looking for 
volunteers who are 

engaged in Shawnee 
and feel a strong drive 

to serve our community.

SHAPE THE 
FUTURE OF 
SHAWNEE

Our Board Members 
and Commissioners 

make recommendations 
to our City Council 
on a wide variety of 

projects, developments 
and decisions that help 

shape Shawnee.

DIFFERENT 
WAYS TO SERVE 

• Planning Commission
• Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Board

• Board of Zoning Appeals
• Code Board of Appeals
• Civil Service Commission

READY TO APPLY?
Visit cityofshawnee.org

You will find descriptions of each Board and 
Commission, along with information on how to apply. 

We accept applications any time.

WANT TO LEARN 
MORE?

Each Board and 
Commission requires 

different time 
commitments. Visit 
cityofshawnee.org/

calendar to see when 
meeting are scheduled.



Any individual requiring an accommodation to participate 
in a public meeting should contact the Deputy City 
Manager at 742-6243 or call the Kansas Relay Center,  
1-800-766-3777 at least 48 hours prior to the scheduled 
meeting time (if possible) to make arrangements.

Agendas - Meetings 742-6243
Animal Control 631-2150
Appraiser (County) 715-9000
Athletic Field Reservations 631-5200
Building Inspections 742-6010
Burning Permits 631-1080
Business Licenses 742-6011
Car Tags 826-1800
Chamber of Commerce 631-6545
City Clerk 742-6014
City Council 742-6238
City Hall 631-2500
City Manager 742-6200
CityRide 742-6014
Civic Centre 631-5200
Code Enforcement/Building Permits 742-6010
Deck Permits 742-6010
Driver’s License (State) 432-2266
Engineering 742-6012
Fire Department 631-1080
Garage Sale Regulations 742-6014
Health Department (County) 826-1200
Job Hotline 742-6013
Johnson County Library 826-4600
Junk Vehicles 631-2150
Odor Complaints 742-6096
Mayor 742-6238
Paint Disposal (County) 715-6907
Pavement & Sidewalk Maintenance 742-6008
Police (Non-Emergency) 631-2150
Police Emergency 9-1-1
Parks and Recreation 631-5200
Rec Program Line (City) 815-2122
Planning & Zoning  742-6011
Public Works Maintenance 742-6008
Purchasing/Finance 742-6015
Recycling & Solid Waste Questions 742-6204
Right of Way Hotline 742-6023
Road Construction 742-6009
Shawnee Town 248-2360
Shelter House Reservations 631-5200
Sign Permits 742-6011
Solicitors - Suspicious 9-1-1
Street Lights 742-6008
Tall Grass - Weeds 742-6010
Town Hall Rental 248-2360
Traffic Tickets 742-6003
Volunteer Opportunities  742-6244
Voter Registration 742-6014
Election Office (County) 715-6800

Mayor 
Michelle Distler 634-5883 mdistler@cityofshawnee.org

Ward I
Jim Neighbor 268-9061 jneighbor@cityofshawnee.org
Matt Zimmerman 268-3513 mzimmerman@cityofshawnee.org

Ward II
Mike Kemmling  667-9888 mkemmling@cityofshawnee.org
Eric Jenkins 669-1076 ejenkins@cityofshawnee.org

Ward III
Stephanie Meyer 626-5916 smeyer@cityofshawnee.org
Lisa Larson-Bunnell 738-9320 llarson-bunnell@cityofshawnee.org

Ward IV
Mickey Sandifer 268-5348 msandifer@cityofshawnee.org
Lindsey Constance 428-9592 lconstance@cityofshawnee.org

 The CityLine, an official publication of the City of 
Shawnee, Kansas, is published four times a year and 
mailed to residents in Shawnee under the direction of 
the Communications Manager. Readers' comments are 
encouraged and may be directed to:

Communications Manager 
11110 Johnson Drive

Shawnee, Kansas 66203 
By phone 742-6202 or 

e-mail jbreithaupt@cityofshawnee.org

 This document, meeting agendas and packets, and other 
information about the City of Shawnee, are available on our 
website at cityofshawnee.org.


